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To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart, is true for all men,—that is

genius. Speak your latent conviction and it shall be the universal sense; for the inmost in due time becomes the

outmost,—and our first thought is rendered back to us by the trumpets of the Last Judgment. (“Self-Reliance” 259)
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Every thing in nature contains all the powers of nature. Every thing is made of one hidden stuff; as the naturalist
seems one type under every metamorphosis, ....
The world globes itself in a drop of dew. The microsope cannot find the animalcule which is less perfect for being
little. (“Compensation” 289)
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No law can be sacred to me but that of my nature. Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this;
the only right is what is after my constitution, the only wrong what is against it. .... | shun father and mother and wife
and brother, when my genius calls me. | would write on the lintels of the door-post, Whim. | hope it is somewhat better
than whim al last, but we cannot spend the day in explanation. (“Self-Reliance” 261-62)
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The breadth of the problem is great, for the poet is representative. He stands among partial men for the complete man,
and apprises us not of his wealth, but of the common-wealth. The young man reveres men of genius, because, to speak
truly, they are more himself than he is. (“The Poet” 448)
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